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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Mansfield Green Community School aims to ensure that we always offer the best for our 
children and we give them a wide range of opportunities in school and have steadily been 
improving in all areas.  
 
As you will have heard in the media, The Secretary of State, Michael Gove M.P, along with 
this government, would like all schools to become academies by 2015 or sooner. Schools who 
are judged by Ofsted to be good or outstanding, as well as those who are judged satisfactory 
or are in a category are becoming academies. Our school was judged satisfactory overall in 
September 2010.  
 
Schools that are satisfactory, or in a category, can become an academy but only with a 
suitable sponsor. 
 
In conjunction with Birmingham Local Authority and the Department for Education, we have 
been discussing becoming an academy at our Governing Body meetings and have looked at this in 
detail, discussing the advantages and disadvantages. The Governors voted in favour of this and 
this decision was forwarded to the Secretary of State via the Department for Education. The 
proposal requested for our school to become an academy with E-ACT as our sponsor. 
 
E-ACT is also the sponsor for North Birmingham Academy (NBA) and we have begun to take 
part in more joint ventures and projects with them.  
As a governing body we considered the advantages and disadvantages of becoming an academy. 
Advantages: 

• greater freedom to initiate and innovate 
• a sponsor would provide support 
• there would be greater autonomy for the Governing Body 
• as the Local Authority support for schools is diminishing, support needs to be in place 

from elsewhere 
• the academy process will eventually take place for all schools and we feel it is better 

for our school to have a say in who our sponsor should be. The Department for 
Education could have made that decision for us and we would not have had a say in the 
process 

• funding comes into school via a sponsor and therefore there would be more money for 
your children 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Disadvantages: 
 

• we would no longer be part of the Local Authority(LA), although we would still be using 
some LA services 

• buildings and liability would become the Sponsor’s responsibility not the LA. 
 
In discussions prior to making this decision Governors considered having  E-ACT as our sponsor 
because: 

• we are developing strong links with North Birmingham Academy, who are part of the E-ACT 
support. This could be developed further, providing greater educational opportunities for 
your children. 

• we are already working on developing the curriculum and NBA could support us with this 
• staff at NBA already support transition and sports opportunities 
• exciting opportunity to become part of a wider learning community 
• leadership would remain the same 
• E-ACT are education focused 
• greater purchasing power between schools 

 
 
The benefit to Mansfield Green of having a sponsor such as E-ACT would be: 

• they are already a DFE sponsor 
• already sponsors for NBA and other schools in Birmingham and across the country 
• terms and conditions for staff remain the same 
• E-ACT is dedicated to developing centres of excellence, providing highest quality of 

educational experience through support processes such as an education adviser, network 
meetings and office support. 

• wider opportunities for all children and staff 
• E-ACT add a level of active challenge, support and direction 
• E-ACT have a strong community focus 
• collaboration with others in the trust  
 

As parents and carers of the children in our school we would like you to be part of the consultation 
process. We will be holding a meeting for parents on: 
 

Tuesday 2nd October at 2pm in the School Hall. 
 

We hope that you will come and have the opportunity to ask any questions that you may have. If you 
cannot make the meeting, and you do have views on the matter please contact or write to 
Mrs Howell and we will try to answer your queries. 
 
We look forward to your views on the matter.  
 
Yours  Faithfully 
 
 
Linda Howell                                                    Althea Da Silva 
Head Teacher                                                  on behalf of the Governors 
 
 


