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At the Birmingham Mail, we pride 
ourselves in journalism that is 
honest, accurate and fair. 

Our journalists adhere to the 
editors Code of Practice, which sets 
the benchmark for high 
professional standards and is 
enforced by the Press Complaints 
Commission*. If we do slip up, we 
promise to set the record straight 
on this page in a clear, no-
nonsense manner. 

to ask for an inaccuracy to be 
corrected, all you have to do is: 

email: stacey.barnfield@
birminghammail.net,

Phone: 0121 234 5491
Write to: the editor, Birmingham 

Mail, Floor 6, Fort Dunlop, Fort 
Parkway, Birmingham B24 9FF. 

*the Press Complaints 
Commission (PCC) is the 
independent body which governs 
the newspaper industry. the Code 
of Practice and details of how to 
lodge a complaint are available 
from halton house, 20/23 high 
holborn, eC1N 2JD. Website www.
pcc.org.uk or email complaints@
pcc.org.uk. telephone 020 7831 
0022. helpline: 0845 600 2757.

The Birmingham Mail Charity 
Fund, formerly the Christmas 
Tree Fund, has been aiding 
needy local causes for nearly 
120 years, since its foundation in 1889. We mainly aim our 
grants at small, community groups, helping disadvantaged 
citizens, the elderly, families and young people. The Fund is 
administered by the Birmingham and Black Country Com-
munity Foundation.

To donate, make cheques payable to Birmingham Mail 
Charity Fund and send to Birmingham Mail, Floor 6, Fort 
Dunlop, Fort Parkway, Birmingham B24 9FF.
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Parents join 
academy fight
TEACHING unions have turned 
to parent power amid claims 
more than a dozen Birming-
ham primary schools are 
being “forced” to become 
academies.

Staff at 13 city primary schools 
are being balloted for strike 
action over controversial propos-
als to take the primaries out of 
local authority control.

Schools across the city could 
close if members of the National 
Union of Teachers (NUT) and 
NASUWT teaching unions decide 
to walkout on May 31. Among 
those which could be hit by 
action are West Heath Primary 
School, Tiverton Primary School 
and Billesley Primary School.

At a public meeting last night, 
NUT Midlands regional secretary 
Kit Armstrong urged parents at 
the primary schools to back their 
teachers. She told an audience of 
around 40 people at Northfield 
Baptist Church: “We need a level 
of support from parents to see 
this off. If we get the yes vote, 
which we expect, we will be tak-
ing strike action. We know that it 
will inconvenience parents, but 
our members do not take this 
lightly. We would like to take this 
to London, a message to Michael 
Gove to get his dirty hands off 
our schools.”

It comes a week after education 
secretary Mr Gove criticised staff 
at Montgomery Primary School 
in Sparkbrook, who twice went 
on strike against academy plans.

Mr Gove also insisted that no 
school was “being threatened” 
with academy status, but claimed 
schools who did convert were on 
a “journey of improvement”.

Also speaking at the meeting 
was Sarah Barton, from parent 
campaign group Ask Parents 
First. Ms Barton said city schools 
improved faster with the support 
of a local authority, rather than 
becoming an academy.

She also called on Mr Gove to 
visit Birmingham to speak to par-
ents. She said: “All he is doing is 
picking schools out of data, he 
doesn’t know the local situation.

“We say come up to Birming-
ham and hear our concerns. 

“Let us decide what is best for 
our school.”

By Kat Keogh
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT

Meeting: Parents and teachers attend a protest group meeting over forced academy 
status at Northfield Baptist Church,

ANXIOUS parents have been told 
that Sutton Coldfield primary 
schools could open extra class-
rooms in September to tackle an 
admissions crisis.

Education officials announced 
they are in emergency talks to 
expand one or two primaries in 
the town after dozens of parents 
found themselves without a place 
at local school.

They told a meeting attended by 
more than 50 parents at Sutton 
Nursery School in Cofield Road 
that they have approached sev-
eral schools including Maney 
Hill, Boldmere Infants, Wylde 
Green, Whitehouse Common and 
Holland House to see who can 
best provide another class.

The problem is particularly 
acute in the Boldmere area where 
a much larger than usual number 
of pupils joining older siblings 
meant that the catchment area for 
new admissions had shrunk, 

leaving several streets in a no 
man’s land.

Assistant director of education 
Peter Brammall said: “There is 
sufficient school provision across 
Birmingham.

“What we are doing is looking 
at the potential for a short term 
expansion in schools in the area 
for the Septemeber 2012 
intake.”

Parents, including Kath Scott 
whose four-year-old daughter 
Maggie was offered a place at a 
school more than two miles away 
because she lives a foot outside 
the catchment area for Boldmere 
Infant School, bombarded the 
officials with questions and 
demanded urgent action.

One said: “Because this situa-
tion has arisen here, the extra 
class has to be in Boldmere.”

The parents will find out which 
school will be expanded at a fol-
low up meeting May 24.

extra classes to cope 
with admissions crisis

The 20 month 
wait for adoption 
ChILDReN in care in england are 
forced to wait an average of 20 
months to move in with 
adoptive parents, according to 
new figures.

Children’s Minister tim 
Loughton said the first-ever 
local authority scorecards were 
a “trigger for urgent, detailed 
discussions” to speed up the 
process.

Nathanial 
Waite
ON 19 November 2011 we 
published an article 
concerning the conviction 
of Colin Waite in 2003 for 
the murder of Nicola Dixon. 

In error, we illustrated our 
article with a photograph 
of Mr Nathaniel Waite. 

We sincerely apologise for 
any embarrassment or 
distress caused to Mr 
Nathaniel Waite and his 
family as a result of the 
erroneous publication of 
his photograph in 
connection with this 
article. 

Byrne ‘could 
go’ in Labour 
reshuffle
FORMeR mayoral hopeful 
Liam Byrne could face the 
sack from his top national 
job as a Shadow Minister.

Mr Byrne, MP for 
Birmingham hodge hill, 
has returned to his role as a 
member of Labour leader 
ed Miliband’s Shadow 
Cabinet after Birmingham 
voters rejected proposals 
to create a city mayor in a 
referendum last week.

he had previously 
announced plans to quit his 
national role if the city did 
vote for a mayor, allowing 
him to concentrate on his 
campaign to become the 
city’s leader.

But there were reports 
last night that he could be 
sacked from his national 
job as Labour’s Shadow 
Secretary of State for Work 
and Pensions.

Mr Miliband is said to be 
planning a reshuffle of his 
top team, which will be 
announced on Monday.

the changes would also 
mean Mr Byrne losing his 
job as head of Labour’s 
policy review, which is 
helping draw up the party’s 
next election manifesto.

A Labour spokesman said: 
“We don’t comment on 
reshuffle speculation.”

Mr Byrne is said to have 
clashed with Mr Miliband 
over policy. he has angered 
some Labour activists by 
pushing for regional caps 
on benefits and other 
reforms to welfare.

In Birmingham, 57.8 per 
cent of voters opposed a 
mayor with 42.2 per cent in 
favour, while 63.6 per cent 
voted against the idea in 
Coventry with just 36.4 per 
cent in favour.
ELECTED MAYOR HOPES 
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Speculation: Liam Byrne MP is 
a Shadow Cabinet member.


